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In an article appearing in Foreign Policy magazine on Sept. 4, William Rogers, a former assistant
secretary of state for Inter-American affairs, issued a call for Mexico and US to endorse a bilateral
treaty that would govern mutual issues and problems. He wrote, "What is needed now is a clear
concept of how the two countries can undertake the immense agenda of mutual concerns without
offending the basic principle of mutual respect that must animate the relationship." According
to Rogers, after the Soviet Union, Mexico is the most important country in the world to the US.
"For the United States, security without a peaceful, prosperous Mexico is inconceivable," he said.
Among the two countries' mutual concerns are drugs, immigration, economic interdependence,
political stability in the Caribbean Basin and Mexico's foreign debt. Rogers said the two countries
should capitalize on the fact that both will soon be installing new presidents to reconsider bilateral
relationships. "This is an opportune time on both sides of the border to try," he said. Rogers, who
is a member of the Bilateral Commission on the Future of US-Mexican Relations, said the bilateral
treaty should commit both sides to regular presidential summits. "In the security field it should
define realistically the basic principles of restraint that must be the foundation of the relationship,"
he said. Next, Rogers said the treaty should establish a joint commission on immigration and call for
cooperation in combating drug trafficking that would include US funding of Mexican enforcement
efforts. On Mexico's debt, he said that the agreement must clarify that the primary consideration
here is growth. Mexico should be assured that the US will pursue a freer trade relationship and
avoid adopting protectionist measures that could damage Mexico's fledgling industries, said Rogers.
(Basic data from Reuter, 09/04/88)
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